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A_hout Ross and 1'1:arianna Beach

''We live here. We wanted
to help."
It seemed to be about that
simple for Ross and Marianna
Beach. They knew the Sternberg
Museum of Natural History would
have a tremendous impact on the
community of Hays, the region
and the state. So, as they have
done so often before, they
stepped forward to make sure
it happened.
The effort to relocate the
Sternberg Museum began in
earnest with a $1 million gift from
the Beaches. The renovated
building that now houses the
museum, appropriately, became
Ross and Marianna Beach Hall.
Ross Beach, a business leader
and philanthropist, was born
Feb. 22, 1918, in Abilene, to Roy
and Mary (Lankow) Beach. His
mother died when he was 17 days
old, and he was raised by his uncle, Ross, for whom he
was named, and aunt, Mattie (Lowe) Beach. They moved
in 1924 from their first home in Solomon to Hays after
United Utilities of Abilene purchased the Solomon plant
and asked Mr. Beach to become manager of their company in Hays. Young Ross attended the Hays public
schools and Kansas State
University, from which he graduated in 1940.
Marianna was born Nov. 24, 1919, in Lincoln, to
Elmer L. and Mae (Skinner) Kistler. Her family moved to
Manhattan in 1935. She graduated from high school there
in 1937 and from K-State with high honors in industrial
journalism in 1941.
Ross and Marianna were married June 1, 1941. They
have three daughters: Mary (Mrs. Gary) McDowell of _P ort
Townsend, Wash.; Terry (Mrs. R.A.) Edwards of
Hutchinson; and Jane (Mrs. Steve) Hipp of Wichita.
They have eight grandchildren.
Ross served in naval aviation during the war and
continued to fly in his business. He is president of Kansas
Natural Gas, Inc., and remains active in banking and

ranching. He formerly was
involved in the radio, television and cable industries. He is
past president of the Kansas
State Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and past chairman
of the Kansas Fish and Game
Commission, the Kansas 4-H
Foundation and the Kansas
State Fair. He was a member
of the boards of directors for
First National Bank of Kansas
City, Dillons Stores, Inc.,
Woods Petroleum, Inc.,
American Home Life Insurance
Co., and the National
Aircraft Association.
Marianna is a noted
humanitarian and volunteer.
She was named a patron member of Kansas Press Women, an
honorary citizen (with her
husband) of Santa Maria,
Paraguay, "Volunteer of the
Year" in 1987 by the People to People Committee on the
Handicapped, Washington, D.C., and ''Kansan of the Year"
in 1988 by the Native Sons and Daughters of Kansas.
She also received the International Humanitarian
Award from the American Overseas Association of the
American Red Cross, the DAR National Medal of Honor,
and the President's Award for Volunteer Service from
the National Association of Rehabilitation Facilities.
She is a member of the Hays Beautification Committee,
and she writes a monthly column on beautification for
The Hays Daily News.

Ross and Marianna have long been generous supporters of Fort Hays State University, notably lending financial help and their name to the Beach/Schmidt Performing
Arts Center in Sheridan Hall. Ross and Marianna hold the
Distinguished Service Award from FHSU. He received the
President's Award from K-State and a Distinguished
Service Citation from KU. She received the K-Stafe Alumni
Medallion and the KU Distinguished Service Citation. Ross
was inducted in 1999 into the Kansas Business Hall of
Fame at Emporia State University.

A.bout :Darrell and IVlarilynn Seibel

Darrell and Marilynn Seibel
have been supporters of Fort
Hays State University for almost
50 years. Darrell graduated from
FHSU in 1955 with a Bachelor of
Science degree.
Marilynn and all of their
seven children also attended
FHSU; three went on to the
University of Kansas to earn
degrees in law, medicine and
product design.
Darrell and Marilynn gave
the FHSU Endowment Association
a total of 27 acres in three gifts.
The first was a 22-acre tract of
land west of the museum, which
significantly enlarged the satellite campus.
The acreage, visible from
Interstate 70, consists of native
prairie bordered by cedar and
deciduous trees. The trees have
grown along Chetolah Creek,
which meanders through the property. The second and
third gifts, totaling five acres, allowed for the construction of Sternberg Drive, additional parking, and landscaping to beautify the museum setting.
They also gave cash gifts of $72,000 to the museum.
Both are native Kansans. Darrell was raised on a farm
south of Ellis, and Marilynn was raised in Ellis. Darrell
was born Aug. 3, 1934, to Edwin and Anna Marie (Gaschler)
Seibel in Hays.
Marilynn was born Dec. 3, 1933, to Ben and Ida
(Toepfer) Weigel, also in Hays. Both graduated from Ellis
High School, and they were married Aug. 7, 1954, at St.
Mary Catholic Church in Ellis.
After graduating from FHSU, Darrell taught school and
coached while Marilynn was a full-time homemaker. In
1962 Darrell joined Edward D. Jones and Company, a New
York Stock Exchange member investment firm headquartered in St. Louis, Mo.
Darrell's office was one of the first five offices
located outside of St. Louis. The firm has grown to 4,600
offices throughout the United States, Canada and the

United Kingdom. Darrell is
currently a limited partner
of the firm and has served
as Regional Leader for Kansas
and Colorado.
Darrell has been a financial adviser to the FHSU Endowment Association for more
than 30 years.
Marilynn previously served
on the Board of Trustees
of the Endowment Association.
Darrell has served as
president of the FHSU Alumni
Association and Hays Rotary
Club. He is a current board
member and formerly served as
president of the Western
Kansas Council on Estate
Planning and Giving.
Darrell and Marilynn
are active members of
St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
Marilynn served as a board
member of the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home.
The Seibels' interest in the Sternberg Museum of
Natural History dates back to when Darrell was a student
at FHSU. During that time, George F. Sternberg discovered
the now world-famous ''Fish Within a Fish" fossil in Gove
County, Kan.
Sternberg worked out of the first floor of what is now
McCartney Hall, and the university library was on the
second floor.
Students often met Sternberg and his associates on
their way to the library. Darrell was fortunate to meet
and visit with Sternberg during several of his many trips
to the old library.
Fred Albertson was one of his professors and he
recalls attending a photo lecture by a visiting speaker,
Myrl Walker, who later became head curator of the
Sternberg Museum.
When traveling, Darrell and Marilynn enjoy visiting
museums and are excited that the new museum will
allow many more people to learn of the life's work of
George F. Sternberg.
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From

Fort Hays State University's great museum of natural
history was born out of the curiosity of an Army surgeon
in 1866 when Dr. George M. Sternberg was assigned as
post surgeon at Fort Harker, near Ellsworth, Kan.
Dr. Sternberg, who later became Surgeon General of
the U.S. Army, often visited other posts along the Smoky
Hill Trail and, in visiting with the surgeons of those posts,
saw fossils that had been collected on patrol by inquisitive troopers. He took many of them to Washington and
Philadelphia, where early paleontologists reported and
described these fossils in the scientific literature, providing some of the first scientific records of the fossil history
of western Kansas.
Dr. Sternberg bought a ranch near Fort Harker and
was joined by a younger brother, Charles H., who began
his career by collecting fossil leaves from sandstone
formations on the ranch and sending them to the
Smithsonian Institution. He received a letter of thanks
from that institution, and it so encouraged him that he
decided he would attempt to make his livelihood by
collecting fossils.
His three sons, George F., Levi and Charles M., followed in his footsteps, and their fossil collecting efforts
eventually led them all over western North America and
down into South America. No other single family has been
more important to the science of paleontology than the
Sternbergs. These four Sternberg men, over the course of
100 years, collected some of the most important fossil
specimens known to science. Most of the major natural
history museums of the world have specimens collected
by a member of the Sternberg family.
Their careers began early. The oldest of Charles's
sons, George F., at age 9 discovered what is still a most
unusual fossil reptile, a plesiosaur, while on a collecting
trip with his father to the chalk beds of western Kansas.
George F. returned to Kansas in 1925 after working
with his brothers in Canada and South America, and in
1927 was persuaded by the president of Kansas State

Teachers College of Hays to establish his headquarters at
the college. He was given a title (Curator of Geology and
Paleontology), office space, workroom facilities and $25 a
month for the nine-month academic year. He continued
to work tirelessly, both in the field and preparing his
finds for exhibit, until his retirement in 1961. He sold
specimens to museums around the world to support
himself, but always kept the best specimens in Hays.
The college where George found himself in 1927 had
been founded in 1902 as the Western Branch of the
Kansas Normal School of Emporia. The land for the school
had once been a U.S. military reservation, Fort Hays. His
uncle, Dr. George M., had probably visited here during his
duty in Kansas.
The museum originated as a collection of taxidermy
mounts prepared before 1902. Almost immediately after
being formed, the school began receiving historical items,
rocks and mounted animals for display.
The first sizable collection of specimens to be donated was one of mounted birds given by a local real
estate dealer, C.W. Miller.
The first printed record of a museum on campus is in
the 1907-08 catalogue, which indicated that Room 15, in
the basement of Picken Hall, was the museum. That room,
however, was never used for that purpose, and early
collections were displayed in the library room on the
second floor, in the northwest corner of Picken. Pictures
from that period show Miller's birds in cases along
the walls.
In 1914, William A. Lewis, president of what had just
become Fort Hays Kansas State Normal School, appointed
Miller as Curator of the Museum, a position he had
occupied informally since 1910.
About this time, Professor Ward Sullivan, acting on
the wishes of President Lewis, began in earnest (o collect
historical materials for the school. He wrote letters
requesting donations and help in preserving the pioneer
history of the area.

to
The museum got another boost in 1926, when the
original Forsyth Library (now McCartney Hall) was completed and President Lewis designated space in it specifically for the museum, and also designated the museum as
a separate department of the university.
And at this point, President Lewis recruited George F.
Sternberg to establish and expand the geological and
paleontological areas.
In 1933, Sternberg became Curator of Museums, with
responsibility for the historical, geological and paleontological collections. By the mid-19oos, this museum had
become well known both nationally and internationally
for its outstanding fossils.
In 1967, Forsyth Library moved to a new home and the
museum expanded to fill the first floor of the old library.
Remodeling began in 1970.
After his death in 1969 the museum was renamed the
Sternberg Memorial Museum to honor George and the
other members of the Sternberg family.
Another leg in the formation of the present museum
began in 1929, when mycologist Elam Bartholomew
established the Museum of the High Plains as an herbarium within the Department of Biology. Other divisions
of the museum were established in the early 1960s as an
educational resource for the department.
The Museum of the High Plains became a department
of the university in 1973 and, by 1980, when it joined
Sternberg Memorial Museum under director Dr. Jerry
Choate, was recognized throughout North America for
its excellent educational programs for college students
and the research productivity of its curators.
Educational programs for the public were introduced
for the combined museums, and these programs assisted
in obtaining a series of federal grants to improve
the museums.
Annual visitation increased from just 2,000 people in
1970 to more than 20,000 (from 48 states and 21 foreign
countries) by 1990. However, the small size and

on-campus location of the museum served to prevent
additional growth and severely limited the ability of the
museum to become a major public educational facility. It
was apparent that a new museum building would be
needed if the museum were ever to achieve its potential.
In 1991, a unique building became available in
the northeast quarter of Hays: a dome with attached
three-story building built in 1983 and 1984 as an
athletic complex.
The building housed a 24-lane bowling alley, two
tennis courts, four racquetball courts, weight training
areas, a dance studio, a restaurant, an Olympic-sized
pool, hot tubs, and office space. The venture failed,
however, and the building was vacant.
Dr. Edward H. Hammond, president of FHSU, saw a
potential in the building as a home for the museum. In
1992, after working through a year of details, President
Hammond accepted the dome as a gift from Chrysler First
Business Credit Corp. and immediately began working to
implement his vision of a world-class home for what was
already a world-class museum.
An intensive fund-raising campaign was launched
with the museum being part of FHSU's first capital campaign of $20 million. When the capital campaign was
completed in 1994, an $11 million renovation began to
transform the building into the new museum.
The money for the project came from a number of
sources, including federal and state grants, state and
local appropriations, and private donations. Ross and
Marianna Beach jump-started the project with a generous
gift of $1 million. Naming the newest hall of FHSU, the
home of the museum, Ross and Marianna Beach Hall,
commemorates their generosity.
As for the museum itself, in recognition of the significance of the move and the new home, its name was
changed one last time to the Sternberg Museum of Natural
History, and more than 130 years of working, dreaming
and planning bear fruit today when it opens.

DONORS (FEB. I 7, 1999)

Alpha Delta Kappa
Anschutz Family Foundation
Rodolfo and Nadine Arevalo
David and Kathy Atkins
Mark and Shala Bannister
James and Pat Bartels
Ross and Marianna Beach
Ethel Berland
Don and Cecilia Bickle
R. Craig and Carolyn Blocksome
Chance Industries
Jerry and Fi Choate
Chrysler Credit Corp.
City of Hays
Clean-Rite Carpet Cleaners
Commerce Bancshares
County of Ellis
Dane G. Hansen Foundation
B. James and Karen Dawson
I.B. Dent
Duke Energy
Economic Development
Administration
Emprise Bank
Alois and Regina Engel
Gene and Jo Ann Fleharty
Lyle and Diann Fleharty
G.D. Searle Corporation
Lucille Gagelman
Garvey Kansas Foundation
Claude and Ann Gates
Roger and Nancy Harman
Kelly and Ronnetta Henrichs
Mark and Cathy Hook
Gregory and Jana Issinghoff
Kansas Department
of Commerce and Housing
Kansas Independent
Oil 6 Gas Association
Donald and Glennis Kaufman
Rick and Gail Kuehl
Ear 1 Kvasni cka
Jeanne Lambert

C. W. and Lucille Lamer

Charles Leftwich
and Patricia Tweeddale
Legere Auction and Realty
Leo and Albina Dreiling Trust
Paul and Terri MacDonald
Irvin and Ruth Mattick
McDonald's
Midwest Energy, Inc.
Paul and Virginia Miller
Vuel and Doris Minium
National Collegiate
O'Loughlin Elementary School
First-grade Class
Larry and Maude Pande
Petroleum, Inc.
Ella Rayburn
A. Scott Ritchie
Robert and Patricia
Schmidt Foundation
Edna Robertson
Katherine Rogers
Darrel and Dee Rolph
Ronald McDonald
House Charities
Robert and Lucy Roth
S 6 W Supply Company
Robert and Patricia Schmidt
Virgil Scott and Trish Davies
Darrell and Marilynn Seibel
Sherwin Williams
Rodney and Leah Spangler
State of Kansas
Economic Development
Initiatives Fund
Edward and Donna Stehno
Super 8 Motel
John and ~usan Sykes
John Thorns Jr.
Trego Community High
School Science Club
David and Cathy Van Doren
Vitztum Commercial Flooring

Nancy Vogel
Philip Walton
Warehouse, Inc.
Robert and Suzanne Wiley
William T. Kemper Foundation
Jim Williams
Robert and Susan Wolf
Yuasa, Inc.

Grand
Opening
Committee
Dr. Jerry Choate
Terron Jones
Jana Jordan
Lisa Karlin, Chair
Greg Liggett
Debra Prideaux
Virgil Scott
Kent Steward
Thank you to all who were
involved with the Ross and
Marianna Beach Hall, Seibel Lobby
and Sternberg Museum of Natural
History projects and with today's
dedication ceremonies.
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